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Association dé&ensibilisation, d’'nformation et dd®éfense d&€€onsommateurs usulmans

France, April 30, 2013

Dr Bernard Vallat
Director General
12, rue de Prony
75017 Paris, FRANCE

Subject: OIE Terrestrial Code: Religious Slaughterof Animals.
Dear Director General,

ASIDCOM is an association governed by French [a@11@SIDCOM aims to inform, educate and
protect Muslim consumers. It conducts research@ngides consumer and economic actors free
consultation documents on its website: www.asidoogn.It regularly participates in the work of
various governmental and NGO organizations such A&NOR (French Association of
Standardization), CEN (European Committee for Stasidation), USEF (Union for Solidarity of
French Entrepreneurs), charter of CFCM (French WprdMuslim Council), GWHIS (Gulf
Workshop on Halal Industry and its Services) andegal and Muslim events such as the WHF
(World Halal Forum), RAMF (Muslim Annual Meeting iRrance), GCHIS (Gulf Conference on
Halal Industry and its Services) that address, araiher issues, good practices for the religious
slaughter of animals in France, Europe and aron@dvbrid.

During a recent visit to your website, the tableirf®nary analysis of stunning methods and the
associated animal welfare issues" has attracteattemtion. We noticed that there are two versions
of this table on your website. The first is thesten of March 2008 (see Appendix Il below). The
second is the 2012 version (see Appendix | below).

To our knowledge, the version of March 2008 (Append 1) was adopted by the OIE during
its 76th General Session that occurred on 25-30 Mag008. Can you confirm that this
information is properly reflected in Appendix 11? If this is so, then can you tell us of any
documents that indicate the process and discussideading to any changes and their official
adoption by OIE that leads to the dropping of the sction on religious slaughter of animals
that is reflected in Appendix 1? Also can you ple&sconfirm that the OIE recognizes that
religious slaughter is a humane method to slaughteanimals?

Indeed, as a consumer representative organizat®greatly appreciate the OIE’s work to preserve
and protect animal welfare. Also, we have stroraglpreciate its supportive approach regarding the
religious slaughter of animals, which aims to imy@dhe conditions for its use throughout the

world, without trying to question its characteraaBumane method to kill an animal for food.

Please note that Professor Regenstein and Dr Bdaadi decided to join this letter on behalf of “The
Cornell Kosher and Halal Food Initiative” and “TRrislim Council of Britain” (MBC). This last is
the UK's largest and most diverse Muslim umbreftganization with over 500 affiliated national,
regional and local organizations, mosques, charére schools.

We are waiting to receive your reply, and thank youyour assistance. With ASIDCOM's best
regards.
On behalf of the Cornell Kosher and Halal Food Initative

On behalf of ASIDCOM Joe M. Regenstein
Dr Shuja Shafi E{ W%
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Annexe I: The current version of the table publéba the OIE website « Summary analysis of stunmethods and the associated animal welfare

issues»

http://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standidtahc/2010/chapitre_1.7.5.pglage 22-23)
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Summary analysis of stunning methods and the associated animal welfare issues

Method

Specific
method

Animal
welfare
concems/
implications

Key
animal
weilfare

requirements
applicable

Comment

Mechanical

Captive bolt -
penetrating

Inaccurate
targeting, velocity
and diameter of

Competent
operation and
i e of

bolt

equipment;
restraint; accuracy

Cattle, calves,
buffalo, sheep,
goats, deer,
horses, pigs,
camelids, ratites,
poultry

(Unsuitable for
specimen
collection from
TSE suspects).
A back-up gun
should be
available in the
event of an
ineffective shot

Captive bolt —
non-penetrating

Inaccurate
targeting, velocity
of bolt, potentially
higher failure rate
than penetrating
captive bolt

Competent
operation and
maintenance of
equipment;
restraint, accuracy

Cattle, calves,
sheep, goats,
deer, pigs,
camelids, ratites,
poultry

Presently
available devices
are not
recommended for
young bulls and
animals with thick
skull, This method
should only be
used for cattle and
sheep when
alternative
methods are not
available.

Manual
percussive blow

Inaccurate
targeting;
insufficient power,
size of i it

Competent animal

Young and small

accuracy.
Not rec ded

for general use

ostriches énd
poultry

Mechanical
devices potentially
more reliable.
Where manual
percussive blow is
used,
unconsciousness
should be
achieved with
single sharp blow
delivered to
central skull bones

Electrical
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Split application:
1. across head
then head to
chest,

2. across head
then across chest

Accidental
pre-stun electric
shocks; electrode
positioning;

ication of a

Competent
operation and
maintenance of
equipment;

current to the body

accuracy

Cattle, calves,
sheep, goats and
pigs, ratites and
poultry

www.asidcom.org contact@asidcom.org

Systems involving
repeated
application of
head-only or
head-to-leg with
short current
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Chapter 7.5.- Slaughter of animals

Specific
method

Animal
welfare
concerns/
implications

Key
animal
welfare

requirements
applicable

Comment

Electrical (contd)

Waterbath

Restraint,
accidental
pre-stun electric
shocks;
inadequate
current and
voltage; recovery
of consciousness

Competent
operation and
maintenance of
equipment

Poultry only

Gaseous

C02 air.sz
mixture;

CO; inert gas
mixture

Aversiveness of
high CO;
respiratory
distress;
inadequate
exposure

Concentration;
duration of
exposure; design,
maintenance and
operation of
equipment;
stocking density
management

Pigs, poultry

Inert gases

Recovery of
consciousness

Concentration;
duration of
exposure; design,
maintenance and
operation of
equipment;
density
management

Pigs, poultry

Article 7.5.9.
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Appendix II: The version of the table adopted dgrine 78' OIE general session « Summary analysis of sturmieiods and the associated animal

welfare issues»

http://www.oie.int/doc/ged/D9904.Ppages 358-359)
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Outils

Annex XXIV (contd)

Anticle 3.7.5.8.

Summary analysis of stunning methods and the associated animal welfare issues

Method

Specific method

AW concems /implications

Key AW requirements
applicable

Mechameal

Free bullet

Inaccurate targeting and
inappropaate ballistics

Species

Comment

Operator competence,
achieving outright kil with
furst shot

Cattle, calves,
buffalo, deer, horses,
pigs (boars and
SOWs)

Personnel safety

Captive bolt -
penetrating

Inaccusate tacgeting, velocity and
diameter of bolt

Competent operation and
maintenance of
equupment; resteaint;
ACCULACY

Cattle, calves,
buffalo, theep,
goats, deer, horses,
pigs, camelids,
catites

(Unsnitable for specimen collection from TSE
suspects).

A back-up gun should be available in the event of
an ineffective shot

Capuve bolt - non-
penetrating

Inaccurate targeting, velocity of
bolt, potentially higher failure rate
than penetrating captive bolt

Competent operation and
mantenance of
equipment; restraint;
accuracy

Cattle, calves, sheep,
goats, deer, pigs,

camelids, ratites

Presenty available devices are not recommended
for young bulls and animals with thick skl This
method should only be nsed for cattle and sheep
when alternative methods are not available.

Marmal pereussive

blow

Inaceneate targeting; insufficient

power; size of instoument

Competent animal
handless; restraint;
ACCULACT.

Not recommended for
general use

Young and small
mammals, ostaches
and poultsy

Mechanical devices potentially more reliable.
Whese manual peccussive blow is nsed,
unconsciousness should be achieved with single
sharp blow delivered to central skmll bones

Split application:

L. across head thea
head to chest,

2. across head then
across chest

Accidental pre-stun electsc

shocks; electrode positioning;
appliation of a current to the
body while animal conscions;
inadequate cugrent and voltage

Single application:
1. head only,

2 head to body,
3. head to leg

Competent opesation and
maintenance of
equipment; restsaint;
accuracy

Cattle, calves, sheep,

goats and pigs,
ratites and poultry

Systems involving repeated application of head-
only or head-to-leg with shost engrent dusations
(<1 second) in the first application should not be
nsed.

Accidental pre-stun electzic
shocks, inadequate current and
voltage; wrong electrade
positioning; recovery of
consciousness

Competeat operation and
mantenance of
equupment; restraint;
accuzacy

Cattle, calves, sheep,
goats, pigs, ratites,

ponlery

Waterbath

Restraint, accidental prestun
electric shocks; inadequate cuerent
and veltage; recovery of
consciousness

Competent operation and
maintenance of equipment

Poultry only

OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Standards CommissionMarch 2008
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