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Association de Sensibilisation, d’Information et de Défense de Consommateurs Musulmans 
 
 

France, April 30, 2013 
 

  Dr Bernard Vallat 
  Director General 
  12, rue de Prony 
  75017 Paris, FRANCE 
 

Subject: OIE Terrestrial Code: Religious Slaughter of Animals. 
 

Dear Director General,  
 

ASIDCOM is an association governed by French law 1901. ASIDCOM aims to inform, educate and 
protect Muslim consumers. It conducts research and provides consumer and economic actors free 
consultation documents on its website: www.asidcom.org. It regularly participates in the work of 
various governmental and NGO organizations such as AFNOR (French Association of 
Standardization), CEN (European Committee for Standardization), USEF (Union for Solidarity of 
French Entrepreneurs), charter of CFCM (French Worship Muslim Council), GWHIS (Gulf 
Workshop on Halal Industry and its Services) and general and Muslim events such as the WHF 
(World Halal Forum), RAMF (Muslim Annual Meeting in France), GCHIS (Gulf Conference on 
Halal Industry and its Services) that address, among other issues, good practices for the religious 
slaughter of animals in France, Europe and around the world.  
 

During a recent visit to your website, the table "Summary analysis of stunning methods and the 
associated animal welfare issues" has attracted our attention. We noticed that there are two versions 
of this table on your website. The first is the version of March 2008 (see Appendix II below). The 
second is the 2012 version (see Appendix I below). 
 

To our knowledge, the version of March 2008 (Appendix II) was adopted by the OIE during 
its 76th General Session that occurred on 25-30 May 2008. Can you confirm that this 
information is properly reflected in Appendix II? I f this is so, then can you tell us of any 
documents that indicate the process and discussion leading to any changes and their official 
adoption by OIE that leads to the dropping of the section on religious slaughter of animals 
that is reflected in Appendix 1? Also can you please confirm that the OIE recognizes that 
religious slaughter is a humane method to slaughter animals? 
 

Indeed, as a consumer representative organization, we greatly appreciate the OIE’s work to preserve 
and protect animal welfare. Also, we have strongly appreciate its supportive approach regarding the 
religious slaughter of animals, which aims to improve the conditions for its use throughout the 
world, without trying to question its character as a humane method to kill an animal for food.  
 

Please note that Professor Regenstein and Dr Shafi have decided to join this letter on behalf of “The 
Cornell Kosher and Halal Food Initiative” and “The Muslim Council of Britain” (MBC). This last is 
the UK's largest and most diverse Muslim umbrella organization with over 500 affiliated national, 
regional and local organizations, mosques, charities and schools.  
 

We are waiting to receive your reply, and thank you for your assistance. With ASIDCOM’s best 
regards.   

 

 On behalf of the Cornell Kosher and Halal Food Initiative  
Joe M. Regenstein On behalf of ASIDCOM 

Hanen Rezgui              
 

On behalf of MCB 
Dr Shuja Shafi 
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Annexe I: The current version of the table published on the OIE website « Summary analysis of stunning methods and the associated animal welfare 
issues» 
http://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahc/2010/chapitre_1.7.5.pdf (page 22-23) 
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Appendix II: The version of the table adopted during the 79th OIE general session « Summary analysis of stunning methods and the associated animal 
welfare issues» 
http://www.oie.int/doc/ged/D9904.PDF (pages 358-359) 
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